


Session: Systems Innovation Education Sharing Circles - Improving Graduation Rates 
and Employment Outcomes for Anishinaabe Youth in Northwestern Ontario

Date: Thursday, January 25th (9:15 a.m. – 10:15 a.m.)

Location: Nor'wester Hotel and Conference Centre – 2080 Hwy 61, Thunder Bay



Boozhoo, Aaniin!

John DeGiacomo
Executive Director

Zola Costa
Program Coordinator, 
Continuing Education





AETS Overview…con’t:



Vision:    Skilled Indigenous Workforce

Mission:    To provide guided education and training 

     pathways, towards inclusive employment 

     opportunities respectful of culture

Strategic Plan:   Client Focused

     Results Driven
     Organizational Capacity
     Partnerships
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Eligibility requirements:

•

•

•

•

•

http://www.aets.org/LMI


Collaborations – 
Continuing Education:





•

•

•



•

•











Fundamentals of 

Land-Based Learning

with Lisa Michano-Courchene

Learning from Animals: 
Fish & Moose Camp

with Shauna Bell & Lucas Michano-Courchene

Manoomin:

Working with the Wild Rice

with Rhonda Lyons



Education System Change:

Improving High School Graduation 
Rates for Anishinaabe Youth

with John DeGiacomo and Dr. John Hodson

STEM and Indigenous 
Knowledge

with Amy Michano & Katriina Butschler

Assessment of Land-
Based Learning

with Lisa Michano-Courchene & Corinne Skworchinski

Professional Development
with Alicia Green & Marie Desmoulin







Recognizing Our Gifts and 
Celebrating Our Strengths

with Kari Chiappetta

What Does Success 
Mean to Me?

with Deanne Gagnon

Cultivating Student 
Success

with Kari Chiappetta



Systems Innovation 
Project

with John DeGiacomo & Zola Costa

Research on Anishinaabe 
High School Graduation Rates

with Dr. John Hodson

Youth Sharing Circle
with Dr. John Hodson

Biigtigong Nishnaabeg 

Curriculum Guidelines
with Rhonda LeClair

Tabahon: A Traditional Game to 
Connect with Our Ancestors

with Stan Wesley















• Born and raised in Thunder Bay, 

Ontario

• 3rd Generation Settler

o Italian

o British

o Irish/Scottish

• Singing, Dance, Photography, 

Gardening, Travelling, Hiking, 

Yoga

• CATS!









• K-Gr. 2 

• Gr. 3-5 

• Gr. 6 

• Gr. 7-8 

• Gr. 9-12 

• 2010-2013

• 2016-2018
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1. Holistic Indigenous Education

2. Community Empowerment

3. Embracing Culture Identities and 

Education

4. Youth Leadership 




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27
	Slide 28
	Slide 29
	Slide 30
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36
	Slide 37
	Slide 38

